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Montana DECA and Montana BPA state conferences  
 
Helena, MT—High school students from across the state attended the state conferences for Montana 
Business Professionals of America and DECA this spring. 
 
Nearly 300 students gathered at the Red Lion Colonial Inn in Helena February 10-12 for the 2008 Montana 
DECA Career Development Conference. “Montana DECA --- It’s a Sure Bet” was the theme for the event, 
and the participants enjoyed casino-themed décor and entertainment. Of course, the quiz bowl, fashion 
show and Casino Night poker games on Saturday evening were among the conference highlights. Over 
130 event winners will represent Montana at the International Career Development Conference at the end 
of April in Atlanta, Georgia.  
 
The Montana BPA State Leadership Conference was held March 2-4 at the Holiday Inn Grand Montana 
Convention-Trade Center in Billings. More than 1,100 students gathered to “rock to a BPA beat” at the rock 
n’ roll-themed event.  For the second year in a row, our Post-Secondary Division was also in attendance.  
They competed in separate events from our secondary students and will also attend the national 
conference.  Over two days, students tested their knowledge and expertise in business and technological 
skills, public speaking, marketing, management, and entrepreneurship. Finalists will compete at the national 
conference this May in Reno, Nevada. The state conference also included an energetic keynote address 
from Chris Bowers, and students attended several workshops on topics ranging from meditation to blood 
banks, including one in which students wrote letters and prepared care packages to send to Montana 
troops in Iraq.  Once again, local BPA chapters donated over $3,800 to Montana Special Olympics as their 
state wide community service project. 
 
Community members and Montana businesses played a tremendous role in the success of the state 
conferences. Collectively, more than 150 business professionals from around the state served as judges for 
the competitive events. In addition, Montana BPA and DECA have received more than $19,000 from 
Montana business and educational institutions as part of our corporate sponsorship and education 
partnership programs. 
 
The 2009 DECA Career Development Conference again will be held in Helena, and the 2009 BPA State 
Leadership Conference will take place in Kalispell. 
 


